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OPERA-IS 
TRAV EL  A ND  LEAR N IN G  

 
 

We l co me  t o  a  r e a l l y  w i l d  an d  c r a zy  
o pe ra t i c  a dve n t u re !  
 
M y  ow n  f a sc ina t i on  w i th  t he  Tea t r o  
A maz ona s  b egan  w i t h  t he  eng r o s s i ng  
We r ne r  He rzo g  mo v i e  c a l l e d  “ F i t z c a r r a l d o”  
( 19 82 )  w h i ch  be g i n s  w i th  En r i co  Ca ru so  
s i ng ing  a t  th e  i nc ong r uo u s  a nd  i mp r obab l e  
O pe ra  H ou se  i n  t he  j u ng l e .  
 
N ow ,  we ’ l l  a l l  h a ve  a n  op po r tu n i t y  t o  se e  
o ne  o f  t he  m os t  s t o r i e d  ho u se s  o n  the  
p l a ne t  –  a nd  a  g re a t  o pe ra  th e r e  to o !   
 
Th e  th ou gh t  o f  e nco u n te r ing  a  h o t  an d  
swea ty  j ung l e ,  to r r en t i a l  r a i n s ,  hu ge  
a naco n da s ,  h ung ry  p i r an ha s  an d  m a l a r i a l  
m o squ i t o s  w ou ld  be  en oug h  t o  d i sc ou rage  
a l l  bu t  t he  m o s t  de d i c a t e d  o pe ra  l o ve r s .   
 
S o  –  t han k  y ou  fo r  j o i n i ng  me !  
 
A nd  I  ho pe  yo u  a re  h a l f  a s  ex c i t ed  a s  I  
a m !  
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O UR  HOTEL  
 

The Taj  Mahal  Continenta l  Hote l  
 

Avenida  Getú l io  Vargas ,  741 -  Centro  
Manaus  -  AM, 69020-010 ,  Brazi l  

 
(+55)  92   3627   3737  

 
 

E -m a i l :    t a j ma ha l@i n te rne x t . co m. b r  
 

We b s i t e :  w w w . g r u p o t a j m a h a l . c o m . b r / i n g _ T a j M a h a l . h t m l  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Th e  Tea t ro  A maz ona s  
 

Ta j  Ma ha l  H ote l  
 

mailto:tajmahal@internext.com.br


 

D AY 1 :  AR RIVI NG  I N M ANA US  …   
     (FRI DAY  1 1 t h  MAY )  

 
We  w i l l  n o  do ub t  t ak e  f l i gh t  J J 807 7 ,  dep a r t i ng  f ro m 
M ia mi  a t  th e  ung od l y  h ou r  o f  7 : 40  am  an d  a r r i v ing  i n  
M a nau s  a t  1 2 : 4 5  pm …  f o r  c u s t o m s  a nd  i mm ig ra t i o n  
f o r ma l i t i e s .  
 
TO UR BEG INS :    We  w i l l  be  m e t  by  a  sma l l  
m i n ib u s ,  wh i c h  w i l l  t r a n sp o r t  u s  an d  ou r  l ugga ge  -  
f r o m th e  E dua r do  G o me s  In t e r na t i ona l  A i r po r t  -  t o  
o u r  Ho te l  ( 1 5  k m ) .  
 
C heck  i n t o  t he  TA J  M A HA L Ho te l .  
 
  Lun c h  i s  o n  y o u r  own .  
 
4 :0 0  p m  G UI DE D ORI ENTATI O N :  
  A  WALKI NG T OUR  
 
A n  E ng l i sh - speak ing  g u id e  w i l l  t a ke  u s  t o  t he  key  
s i gh t s  w i th i n  e a sy  wa lk i ng  d i s t a nce  o f  ou r  h o te l  …  
t o  p o i n t  o u t  the  h i gh l i gh t s  o f  the  d ow nt ow n  an d  
p o r t  a r e a s .  
 
7 :0 0  p m G RO U P DI NNE R i n  th e  Ho te l ’ s  
  R EVOL VI NG  RE ST A URA NT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

D AY 2 :   E X PLO RE MA NAU S  BY COA C H  
  ( S ATU RDA Y 1 2 t h  MAY )  

 
 
9 :0 0  am   O u r  ex p lo ra t i o n  o f  M a nau s  w i l l  co n t in ue  
w i t h  a  gu i de d  t ou r  b y  Co ac h  t o  s e e  the  
d eve lo pme n t s  tha t  h ave  sha pe d  Ma naus  du r in g  the  
Ru b be r  Boo m a nd  th e  po s t -wa r  F ree  T ra de  Boo m.  
We  w i l l  v i s i t  the  P on ta  N eg ra  Be ach  a re a  wh i ch  i s  
b e i ng  sp ruc ed  u p  i n  an t i c ipa t i o n  o f  the  W or ld  Cu p  
c e l eb ra t i on s .  
 
L UNC H  on  t h i s  P r i v a t e  Co ach  To u r  i s  i nc l ud ed .  
 
 
  A f t e r n o on  –  f r e e  t im e   
 

D inn e r  -  o n  y o u r  own .  
 

 
6 :3 0  p m  –  l e av e  on  f o o t  fo r  t he  O pe ra :  
  T OS CA  ( i n  co nce r t )  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



D ay  3   E X PLO RE T HE  AMAZ O N  
   ( S U N D A Y  1 3 t h  M A Y )  

 
9 :3 0  am  To day  we  w i l l  h a ve  o u r  e age r l y  
  a n t i c i pa t ed  B OAT  T OU R  
   t o  th e  M ee t in g  o f  th e  Wa te rs .  
 
We  w i l l  be  p i cke d  up  f ro m ou r  h o t e l  and  w i l l  h ave  a  
p r i v a t e  l a unc h  a n d  G u i de .   
 
We  w i l l  a l so  v i s i t  a  J u ng l e  E nca mp me nt  an d  ob se r ve  
t he  n a t u r a l  f a un a  a nd  f l o r a  o f  the  Ju ng l e .  
 
L UNC H  a t  a  f lo a t i n g  re s t au ra nt  i s  i nc lu de d .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 : 0 0  p m  Re tu r n  to  h o te l  

 
Afternoon – free time 

 
Dinner is on your own 

7:30 pm  leave for the Opera House on foot. 
8:00 pm THE MAGIC FLUTE (fully staged) 

Day 4  LAST DAY IN MANAUS 
   (MONDAY 14th MAY) 

 
9 :0 0  a m O PTI O NAL GUI DE D  
   WAL KING TO UR  
 
A  l oca l  g u i de  –  wa n t i ng  t o  p r a c t i s e  Eng l i sh  –  w i l l  
t a ke  u s  t o  un u su a l  ou t -o f - the -way  p l a c e s  t ha t  we  
m ig h t  o t he rw i se  h av e  m i s se d .  
 
 
Lun ch  b e f o r e  o u r  d e p a r t u r e  i s  o n  y o u r  ow n  
 
 
1 :30  p m c he ck  ou t  a nd  l ea ve  by  Mi n ib us  f o r  
t h e  A i rpo r t  
 
We  a re  a l l  f l y i n g  ou t  on  TAM  8 076 ,  l e av in g  
M an au s  a t  3 : 10  a nd  a r r i v i ng  in  M ia mi  a t  8 : 25  p m  
 
   TO UR EN DS .  
 
I n d e p e n d e n t  a c c omm oda t i o n s  i n  M iam i .  
 
 
 
 
 

T u e s d a y  1 5 t h  Ma y  –  r e t u r n  h om e  f r om  M iam i …  
     o r  c o n t i n u e  p r i v a t e  p l a n s  



T HE T EATR O  AMAZ O NAS  
 

The Amazon Theatre (Teatro Amazonas) was built during the 
Belle Époque at a time when fortunes were made in the rubber 
boom.  

Construction of the Amazon Theater was first proposed in 1881 by a 
member of the House of Representatives, Antonio Jose Fernandes 
Júnior, the idea being to construct a jewel in the heart of the 
Amazonian forest and to make Manaus one of the great centers of 
civilization. 

In the following year the State legislature approved some limited 
financing, but this was considered insufficient. In 1882, the president 
of the Province, Jose Lustosa Paranaguá, approved a larger budget 
and initiated a competition for the presentation of plans.  

By 1884, construction was ready to begin under the Italian architect 
Celestial Sacardim who planned for the theatre in the Renaissance 
style to be state of the art and to include electric lighting. Work 
proceeded slowly over the following fifteen years with some stops 
and re-starts from 1885 to 1892.  

Roofing tiles came from Alsace while, from Paris, came furniture 
and furnishings in the style of Louis XV, much from the Koch 
Fréres company. From Italy came Carrarra marble for the stairs, 
statues, and columns. Steel walls were ordered from England.  

The theatre has 198 chandeliers, including 32 of Murano glass.  

The curtain, with its painting the "Meeting of the Waters" was 
originally created in Paris by Crispim do Amaral, depicts the junction 
of the Rio Negro and the Solimões to form the Amazon.  

On the outside of the building, the dome is covered with 36,000 
decorated ceramic tiles painted in the colors of the national flag. 

Work recommenced in 1893.  

By 1895, when the masonry work and external was completed, the 
decoration of the interior, and the installation of electric lighting, 
could begin more rapidly. The Italian Domenico de Angelis painted 
the beautiful panels that decorate the ceilings of the auditorium and 
of the audience chamber. However, even after its inauguration and 
first public presentations, two more years would pass before the 
building was finally completed, a project taking seventeen years in 
all. 

The theatre was inaugurated on 31 December 1896, with the first 
performance occurring on 7 January 1897 with the Italian opera, La 
Gioconda, by Amilcare Ponchielli. 

It has been restored four times, most recently in 1929, 1974 and 
between 1988 and 1990. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It currently has (only) 660 seats – all covered with red velvet. 
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SOME BACKGROUND ON MANAUS  
( i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h i s  b o o k l e t  I  a m  i n d e b t e d  t o  C l i v e  M a g u i r e  
w h o  h a s  a u t h o r e d  t h e  o n l y  E n g l i s h  g u i d e b o o k  t o  M a n a u s  

s e e  w w w . v i s i t m a n a u s . c o m . )  

 
M an au s  i s  a s  nea r  a s  yo u  c an  ge t  to  the  m i d d l e  o f  
t he  B raz i l i a n  Ama zo n  r a in  fo re s t  –  i t  i s  ab ou t  1 , 5 00  
k m in l an d  f r om  t he  A t l a n t i c  Oc ean  t o  th e  e a s t ,  a bo u t  
1 , 0 00  km  f ro m the  b o rd e r  w i t h  Pe ru  to  t he  we s t ,  
a bo u t  1 , 00 0  km  f r om  the  n ex t  nea re s t  to wn  t o  t he  
so u th  ( P or t o  V e lh o )  an d  a  s i m i l a r  d i s t an ce  t o  the  
n ea re s t  tow n  t o  the  n or t h  ( Boa  V i s t a ) .   
 
I t  i s  j u s t  3  d eg ree s  so u th  o f  t he  E qu a t o r .  The re  i s  
o n l y  one  fu nc t io n i ng  roa d  in  –  f r o m the  n o r t h  –  so  
a c c e s s  to  t he  c i t y  i s  p r i ma r i l y  by  wa t e r  o r  b y  a i r .  
 
T he  pas t :  Th e  c i t y  ( wh o se  Ind i a n  name  mea n s  
“ mo t he r  o f  the  G ods” )  wa s  fo u nde d  a s  a  P o r t ug ue se  
c o l on i a l  f o r t  i n  1669  to  p ro te c t  t he  r i v e r  a ga i n s t  a  
D u tch  i nva s io n  f rom  Su r i na me  in  t he  n o r th .   
 
I n  the  l a t e  19 t h  c en tu ry ,  i t s  ru bbe r  t r e e s  –  an d  th e  
l a t e x  th ey  p ro duce d  -  be came  huge l y  cov e te d ,  an d  
t he  l oc a l  “ r ub be r  ba r o n s”  be came  i nc red ib l y  r i ch  …  
b u t  w he n  se e d s  o f  th e  r ub be r  t r e e  we re  sm ugg l ed  o u t  
o f  t he  r eg i on  i n  1876 ,  by  He n ry  W ick ham ,  t he  r e g i on  
l o s t  i t s  m on op o l y .  W i ck ham  ge r mi na t ed  t he  se e d l i ng s  
i n  Kew  Ga r de ns ,  En g l a nd .  The y  we re  th en  sen t  t o  
Cey lo n ,  S i nga po r e  an d  Br i t i sh  Ma l a y a .  Th e  B r i t i s h  
E mp i re  th u s  bec a me  t he  b i gge s t  p ro duce r  o f  r ub be r  
…  a nd  t he  e co no my  o f  Ma nau s  to t a l l y  co l l a p se d .  
 
Th e  c i t y  l ang u i shed ,  i so l a t ed ,  fo r go t t en  a nd  i n  a b j e c t  
p ov e r t y ,  un t i l  the  19 50 s  …  whe n  t he  Br az i l i an  
g ove r nme n t  c r e a t e d  a  spec i a l  t a x  f r e e  t r ad e  z on e ,  
p r ov id ing  i nce n t i ve s  f o r  man u fac tu r i ng  an d  a s se m b ly  
o pe ra t i on s .  Th i s  ha s  ha d  spec t a cu l a r  s ucce s s  …  a nd  
t o day  So ny ,  Pan a s on i c ,  B i c ,  G i l l e t t e ,  Ho n da ,  e t c .  
t a ke  ad van ta ge  o f  th e  t a x  f r e e  have n .   

 
T he  prese n t :  Th e  c i t y  ha s  n ow  g row n  to  ove r  2  
m i l l i on  pe o p l e .  ( 65%  Ca b oc i o ,  32 %  wh i t e ,  2 %  b l a ck ,  
1 %  A s i a n ) .  
 
A  b r idge  i s  b e in g  bu i l t  ov e r  the  R iv e r  N eg ro  a nd  o ne  
d ay ,  a  s im i l a r  o ne  ma y  be  bu i l t  o ve r  t he  R ive r  
S o l im õe s ,  g i v i ng  t he  p o t en t i a l  o f  fu tu re  l i nk s  to  t he  
so u th .   
 
T he  fu t u re :  The  f u t u re  o f  t he  t a x  f r e e  z one  i s  
u nce r t a i n ,  b u t  the  c i t y  co n t i nue s  t o  g r ow .  The  c i t y  
w i l l  b e  one  o f  12  B raz i l i an  c i t i e s  e ngag ed  i n  h os t ing  
t he  2 014  Wo r ld  Cu p  o f  Soc ce r  –  a n  i n ve s t me n t  w h i c h  
c ou ld  ha ve  a s  b i g  an  i m pac t  on  M ana u s  a s  the  ru bb e r  
b o om  d id .  R i o  d i  J an e i ro  w i l l  h o s t  the  2 01 6  Oly mp ic  
G ame s  –  w h i c h  shou ld  a l so  p ro duc e  a  fu r t he r  i n f l ux  
o f  t ou r i sm  i n t o  c i t i e s  l i k e  Ma na u s .  
 

 
A maz on  Ju ng l e  c a mp s  a cc e s s ib l e  f r om  M a nau s  
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T HE AM AZO N  
 
Th e  A maz on  i s  t he  w o r ld ’ s  s e co nd  l onge s t  r i v e r  
( 6 , 40 0  k m  o r  4 , 000  m i l e s )  a f t e r  t he  N i l e  ( 6 , 6 50  k m o r  
4 , 1 30  mi l e s )  a nd  ha s  an  ave ra ge  d i sc ha rge  g re a t e r  
t ha n  t he  nex t  6  l a rge s t  r i v e r s  co mb ine d .   
 
A t  l ow  wa te r  i t s  w id t h  i s  1 . 6  t o  10 km ,  b u t  i n  t he  we t  
s e a son ,  i t  e x pan d s  to  4 8k m.   
 
A t  no  p o i n t  i s  i t  c ro s s ed  by  b r idg e s .   
 
I t s  d r a in age  a r e a  c ov e r s  4 0%  o f  S ou th  A me r i c a .   
 
Th e  A maz on  i s  r e spo n s i b l e  fo r  20 %  o f  t he  e a r th ’ s  
f r e shw a te r  en te r i ng  t he  O cean .   
 
Th e  d i sc ha rge  p lu me  ex t e nd s  25 0  km  ou t  t o  se a .  
 
S t r i c t l y  speak in g ,  t he  Am azo n  beg in s  a t  Ma na u s .  The  
m a i n  r i v e r  a b ove  Ma nau s  i s  c a l l ed  the  R i o  So l i mõe s .   
 
W hen  t he  t r i b u t a ry  R i ve r  Neg r o  (o n  wh i ch  M ana u s  
s t an d s )  j o i n s  w i t h  th e  ma i n  So l i mõe s ,  th e  c om b i ne d  
r i v e r  i s  the n  kn ow n  a s  the  A m az on .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



T HE M EETI NG OF T HE  WATE RS  
 
T he  S o l i mões  s t a r t s  i n  the  h i g h  A nde s  an d  a s  i t  
d e scen d s ,  i t  p i c k s  up  se d i men t .  By  t he  t i me  i t  
r e a c he s  Ma na u s ,  i t  i s  t r av e l l i n g  a t  6  k m  p e r  ho ur  a nd  
i t s  be d  i s  th i ck  m ud .  
 
T he  Ne g ro  be g i n s  i n  the  wa te r she d  be twee n  t he  
O r in oc o  a nd  A m az on  ba s i n s  i n  Co l u mb i a .  Th i s  a r e a  
l i e s  a t  t he  we s t e rn  en d  o f  t he  Gu i ana  Sh i e l d ,  ( l i k e  
t he  Ca nad i an  P re -Ca mb r i an  S h i e ld  o ne  o f  t he  o lde s t  
r o ck  f o rma t i on s  o n  e a r th )  whe re  t he  so i l  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
p o or  i n  nu t r i e n t s .   
 
F o r  m o s t  o f  i t s  l e n g t h  i t  f l ow s  m o re  s low l y  th an  t he  
S o l im õe s ,  a nd  a s  i t  s p i l l s  s l ow l y  i n to  the  Am azo n  
b a s i n ,  hu mi c  a c id  f ro m  p hen o l - c on ta i n in g  vege t a t i on  
l e a ch e s  i n to  i t  a nd  s t a i n s  th e  wa te r  b l a ck .  By  the  
t i me  i t  r e a c he s  Ma na u s ,  i t  i s  f l ow i ng  a t  j u s t  2 - 3  k m  
p e r  ho ur .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W he n t he  tw o  r i ve r s  mee t ,  t hey  ap pea r  t o  ru n  s i de  
b y  s i de  fo r  ma ny  k i l o me t re s  w i th ou t  m ix in g .  Th i s  i s  
b ecau s e :  
 

  Th e  So l i mõe s  i s  f l ow ing  a t  tw i c e  th e  spee d  o f  
t he  N eg ro .  

 

  Th e  So l i mõe s  wa te r  i s  m or e  den se  tha n  t he  
N eg ro .  

 

  Th e  Neg r o  i s  no t i c e a b l y  wa rm er  tha n  t he  
S o l im õe s .  

 

  Th e  Neg r o  wa te r  i s  a c id i c  w he re a s  t he  
S o l im õe s  i s  r ou gh l y  ne u t r a l .  

 

  Th e  So l i mõe s  i s  m uc h  th e  l a r ge r  r i v e r  by  
v o l um e  ( a t  l e a s t  5  t im e s  th a t  o f  t he  Neg r o  –  
w h i c h  d i sc ha rge s  an  i mp re s s i ve  29 , 00 0  c ub i c  
m e t re s  p e r  s e c on d  in t o  th e  S o l im õe s ) .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


